Volunteers don’t’ get paid,….not because they’re worthless, but because they’re priceless !!!!
This year at Christchurch Netball Centre we had over 90 volunteers inducted into the ‘Volunteers Hall of Fame’.

Day one of the season was kicked off bright and early for these people who were hosted to an Opening Day Breakfast where they all received their Induction Pack information including the highly prized Centre Car Park Pass allowing them entry to the hallowed ground in Hagley Park designated  as ‘netball car park’.  

This breakfast was a fantastic opportunity for everyone to re-connect in preparation for the busy season ahead – in attendance were office and building assistants, umpires, bench officials, umpire coaches, Junior Whistler coaches, representative team coaches, managers and selectors, grading assistants who all joined with the executive and staff  in what was a busy start to the season.

During the year we held several ‘Happy Hour’ sessions late afternoon on a Saturday so all could gather and share their thoughts, observations of the day, bend an ear to anyone who would listen as to how they thought games went, how well (or not) umpires officiated, how cold it was or sometimes how hot it was to be playing netball.

New World sponsored Volunteer Awards each Saturday which were announced during the day with over 40 recipients spending vouchers in the many New World sites in Christchurch.
The end of season Volunteers Dinner sponsored by the resident caterers, Victoria Food Services was a fantastic highlight and marked the end of a very successful year for our volunteer band.  Guest speaker, Dianne McTigue shared her antics, highlights, low-lights and behind the scenes stories of intrigue during her time as a court official at the Commonwealth Games and had many with tears of laughter ruining their mascara!    At this dinner Volunteer Recognition Awards were presented to: Helen Sloan and Janice Paterson (St Peters Netball Club), Aileen Neilson (St Nicholas Club), Val Greenslade (Christchurch Girls’ High School Club), Rosheen O’Connor and Gerard Murnane (Marist Albion Netball Club) and Claire Lewis (Lincoln University).  
It is anticipated our Volunteer numbers will grow again this year as Christchurch Netball embarks on changes to delivery of netball at the Centre – our philosophy is that lots of people may be able give small amounts of time during the season rather than having a few people stretching their personal time and resources to give large amounts of volunteer time – this is the focus for 2011.

“ The world is hugged by the faithful arms of volunteers”   
Chris Rodda
Volunteer Coordinator – Christchurch Netball Centre.

